[Traumatic rupture of the diaphragm in blunt injuries].
The authors present a group of 12 casualties operated on account of a traumatic rupture of the diaphragm. The rupture of the diaphragm was part of an associated thoracoabdominal injury or multiple injury. The casualties were examined within the framework of the diagnostic algorithm, in 11 of them rupture of the diaphragm was proved by spiral computed tomography. The diaphragm was injured in 7 subjects on the left and in 5 on the right. In 8 casualties during injury of the diaphragm also a serious intrathoracic injury was treated (in 5 laceration of the lungs) and of intraabdominal organs (in 4 laceration of the liver and in 2 laceration of the spleen). On the left side injuries of the diaphragm were always treated from laparotomy, on the right in 4 patients from thoracotomy. In 4 patients with concurrent injury of the intrathoracic and intraabdominal organs a thoracoabdominal approach was selected. During the postoperative period one female patient with multiple injuries died. The cause of death was contusion of the brain. According to the authors' experience it is useful to apply for early diagnosis of diaphragmatic injuries modern non-invasive imaging methods (spiral post-contrast computed tomography). The surgical approach depends on the presence of associated intrathoracic and intraabdominal injuries. The therapeutic results are limited by the presence of serious associated injuries.